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Vol. iv, No. 3 Dexter: Itineraries of Ezra Stiles 379 

Extracts from the itineraries and other miscellanies of Ezra Stiles, D.D., 
LL.D., 1755-1794, with, a selection from his correspondence. Edited 
by Frank Bowditch Dexter, Litt.D., by authority of the corporation 
of Yale university. (New Haven: Yale university press, 1916. 
620 p. $4.00 net) 

The literary diary of Ezra Stiles, 1769-1795, was printed in three vol- 
umes in 1901 as one of the bicentennial publications of Yale university. 
Before he began his Diary Dr. Stiles had been accustomed to preserve 
miscellaneous memoranda which seemed to him worthy of record. These 
notes he later designated Itineraries as being mainly gathered during his 
occasional journeys. Mr. Franklin B. Dexter, in editing the Diary 
incorporated in footnotes much of the Itineraries for the years after 
1769. In the present volume he has made selections from the earlier 
years, added some further memoranda of the later period, and as a sort 
of appendix has printed about one hundred and fifty letters to Stiles 
from some fifty different persons, all of more or less importance. The 
above description places the volume at once. It should be regarded as 
a supplement to the Diary, edited by the same well-known scholar, and 
published under the same authority, namely, Yale university. This fact 
is further emphasized by the editor's statement in the preface that one 
of the chief aims "has been to include extracts illustrative of the history 
of New England, especially of Connecticut, and also of the personal his- 
tory of Yale graduates." 

President Stiles was an antiquarian and a scholar. Moses Coit Tyler, 
in his Literary history of the American revolution, said of him that "to 
be what he called 'a universal scholar' was his ruling passion," and con- 
cluded : 

' ' Thus it was, that as his life lengthened, and as his zeal for learning 
strengthened, he came to have some valid claim, according to the stand- 
ards of his time, to be called mathematician, astronomer, chemist, elec- 
trician, meteorologist, linguist, orientalist, antiquarian, jurist, theologian, 
Biblical translator and exegete." 

These extracts from the Itineraries are an indication, if not a proof, of 
Tyler's characterization. They begin with a brief note of an earthquake 
in 1755, followed soon by a statement of a number of houses and of in- 
habitants in New Haven, with a calculation of the number of houses 
inhabited by one person, how many by two persons, and so on. Before 
long is given the price of silver in Boston in each year from 1700 to 
1750, and then the price of dollars at New Haven. In bewildering con- 
fusion will be found the valuation of estates and taxes for each of the 
towns of Rhode Island; the families and their religious persuasions in 
various towns of New England; the genealogy of certain Indian sachems; 
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the owners of vessels in Newport in 1762 ; a statement of the exports of 
Philadelphia; the genealogy of the Gardiner family; the number and 
sizes of houses in different towns; the numbers of Indians, the size and 
plans of different Indian wigwams; vital statistics; lists of ministers in 
New Jersey, and lists of physicians in Connecticut; prices of various food 
stuffs and of clothing; numbers and lists of baptisms, burials, and mar- 
riages; many items on church questions and doctrines, and many notes 
on education, which naturally refer mainly to Yale, but among which are 
some memoranda that are worth while about Princeton and the univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

That anyone should be willing to take all the trouble necessary to 
ascertain such things and keep a record of them is surprising, but fortu- 
nately there are such persons and the results of their curiosity and in- 
dustry benefit students of later generations. Most of these items, as in- 
dicated by the extract from the preface, are of local interest, but many 
have a general historical value. There is little of peculiar interest to the 
west. Some interesting figures on land investments and values, though 
not in the west, are given; there is "A list of the forts upon the River 
Alleginie now belonging to the French;" and a letter from Samuel H. 
Parsons, of April, 1786, describes the "big bone lick" in Kentucky which 
he had visited during the previous winter. 

An excellent index, complete as to names, should prove of great service. 

Max Fabrand 

The female review (Life of Deborah Sampson, the female soldier.) By 
H. Mann (1797). With an introduction and notes by John Adams 
Vinton. [Reprinted as the Magazine of history with notes and 
queries, extra number, no. 47] (Tarrytown, N. Y. : William Abbatt, 
1916. 191 p. $5.00) 
At this time when the Russian women's "legion of death" stirs the 
imagination, the Life of Deborah Sampson, "the only woman serving as 
a soldier, known to our army until 1861-1865," is read with greater in- 
terest. She enlisted in Washington's army, served one year and five 
months, faithfully performed her duties as a soldier, took part in sev- 
eral engagements, and was wounded, all without betraying her sex. 

The biography contains many interesting side lights on the life of the 
times, in the home, in the town, and in camp, and these are supplemented 
by the present editor in lengthy footnotes. The verbose and grandilo- 
quent style of the editor of the original edition of 1797 detracts much 
from the real merit of the story, and no amount of editing can overcome 
it. The present edition follows the rare original of 1797 and its reprint 
of 1866, with copious notes and comparisons from the enlarged manu- 



